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MOST EXCELLENT MAJESTY, , _ 
jj „ 5 
| © 18 HUMBLY ADDRESSED, , 
„ B 
| MOST DUTIFUL, AND LOYAL | 
| i „„ SUBIRCT AND/SERVANT, + 
CON | | * P. R E 8 T O N. 
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Tn the fifth Chapter of the oſt Epiftle of St. Paul's Epifte to 
9 n,, JOU Part f the Joarceenh Verſe. 


J will therefor that the Younger amen marry, bear Children, 
MT! the 0 


* 'S 


F HAT excellent Advice! how agreeable to the 
better Part of human Nature ! 


Amongſt all the curious Studies, and Amuſe- 
ments, with which Mankind entertain themſelves, and amongſt 
that Variety of Paſſions, which the Almighty for his wiſe. 
Purpoſes hath planted within us, there is none ſo uſeful, and 
beneficial; none which affords the Mind greater Joy, and 
Self. -complacency, than Love, and Unity. 

Love is the moſt amiable Paſſion imaginable: It adorns, and 
does Honour to human Nature, 


Upon Minds ſuſceptible of all the tender Feelings of Hu- 
manity, b., R excellent Advice 2 one would think, 
; e BE produce 


mr [ 8 ] | 
| 9 its defired Effet. He well knew that this Sa | 
Paſſion cuts off every illiberal Sentiment, and that, as the 
Frailty of human Nature is very great, and we are prone to 
Evil, and averſe to Good, Marriage is a proper Reſtraint upon 
our bad Inclinations. He ſays, that many had already turned 
afide to Satan; and therefore, in order to put a Stop 7 others 
turning afide to bim, be adviſes the younger Women to marry, 
bear Children, and guide the Houſe, He declares Marriage fo 
be honourable among all Men : He tells us that it was ordained 
for the Procreation of Children, as a Remedy to avoid Forni- : 
cation, and for the. mutual Society, Help, and Comfort that the 
one ought to have of the other, both in Proſperity. and Ad- 
verſity. 1 | 
| Theſe were the ſenſible Motives, which induced St: Pau/*to 
recommend this honourable State, Matrimony. It is not 
only an honourable, but an happy State, as, when a real 
Etſteem for each other joins the happy Pair, Marriage becomes 
a Paradiſe upon Earth; a Foretaſte of Heaven itſelf. This 
evinces the abſolute and indiſpenſable Neceſſity of Parents 
fixing upon Perſons, who have the fame honeſt Notions of 
Right and Wrong with their own Children. Friendſhip, | 
Cicero informs us, confiſts of wiſhing for, and having an 
Averſion to good and bad Things. But, alas! in this refined 
and enlightened Age, Money, not Merit, determines the 
Choice of Parents. ' The Queſtion is not, © Has ſhe Virtue 
* and good Senſe.? but how much Caſh?” He, we read, 
who carried the Bag, was Satan: an Antidote ſurely to the 
1 | Love of Riches. Why, therefore, are Riches the chief Mo- 
_. 1 tive? The Strength of Goliab, the Valour of Job, the Beauty 


of Aham, the Wiſdom of Achitophel, the great Poſſeſſion 


| [ 9 1 
of * Young Man in che Goſpel, and the Promotion of 
Hama, were Snares | to the Poſſeſſors. Religion, Virtue, 
Honeſty, and white-robed Innocence are the beſt Recom- 
mendations to Love and Eſteem. 


ff beg Leave to trouble you with a few a in Re- 

gard to Marriage: We were born for Society; the ſoſter Sex 
humanizes Mankind: We had been Brutes without Partners 
of our Joys and Sorrows. Two, ſay the Scriptures, are better 
than One. Beſides, though Politics are foreign to the Pulpit, 
the more a Nation encreaſes in Population, it becomes the 
more powerful. How neceſſary therefore is Marriage, ſays 
the ingenuous Mr. How/tor, at a Time when our Nation is ſo 
thin of Men, that Thouſands-are wanted to perform the com- 
mon Works of Haſbandry « and Labour ! 


Eater the Houſe of ſome worthy. Man; ſee what "REIGN | 
ſubſiſts in it! Whilſt the Prodigal is whiling away his Time 
in Diſſipation and Futility; in leading filly Women captive, in 
teffing then td and fro by bis fooliſh Diſcourſe } in idle Parties of 
Pleaſure in following a Mullitude to do Evil The good Huſ- | 
band (you have an Example in this Pariſh) remains at Home. 
His Wife, with all the Graces waiting upon her Steps, ſoſtens 
every Sorrow. Like the good Woman in the Proverbs, be 
does him Good, and not Evil, all the Days of her Life: She 
- feeks Wool and Flax, and works willingly with her Hands: She 
 riſeth alſo while it is yet Night, and giveth Meat to her Houſhold, 
and 4 Portion to her Maidens: She layeth her Hands to the 
- Spindle, and her Handf boldeth the Dita: She flretcherh out 
ber Hand to the Poor; yea, ſhe reacheth forth her Hands to the 


| Needy: She looketh well to the Ways of her Houſhold, and eateth 
1 B nat 


81 


\ 


| 91 8 
not the Bread of Idleneſs. Her Children riſe ups and call Ber 
 bleſſel; ber Hyftead alſo, and be praifech her. 


The Children run; the . Kiſs to ſhare. 


The Tear's forgot, ſays the i ingenious Mr. Gans as ſoon as, 
ſhed. How delightful is the Reflection to the fond Parents, 
that they have Lands for their Children, which, ſays the Royal 1 
Pſalmiſt, they may call after their own Names This affords 
them an additional Pleaſure, a Reflection that they will not 

leave their Children, thoſe Olrve Branches, ſubject to Penury 
and Want, to all the Hardſhips and Cruelties of an hard- 
hearted cruel World, affords them the higheſt Joy and Self- 
n 


| Let us conſider what an excellent Example his Majeſty, the 
Father of his People, has given us as to. the holy State of 
| Matrimony, He is bleſſed with a Queen, formed by Nature 
to make him happy : A Queen, who is endowed with all the 
amiable Virtues neceſſary to adorn her exalted Station, and 
which are an Honour to the ſofter Sex: A Queen, as ac- 
compliſhed as. a Courtier, with al the amiable Graces of a 
true Chriſtian, EN 


A mutual 3 the conjugal State renders our Paſſage 
through this Vale of Tears and Miſery, as comfortable 
as poſſible. The fond Huſband, and affeQionate Wife par- 
take of each other's Joys and Sufferings, A mutual Eſteem 


is that Oil of Gladneſs, which renders them joyful above their 


Fellows: A mutual Eſteem is that amiable Quality, which | 
links them together with a ſacred Bond of ſympathy. ; 5 


5 
* 
* 
: 
a 
ö 
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As brake Children is a natural Conſequence of Marriage, 


I ſhall not trouble you with any Reflections upon that 
Head. 


A mutual Elteem will nf that tender Affection, which 
at firſt united them. Without a mutual Eſteem what are all 
the Graces of an engaging Perſon, or the Refinements of a 
polite Education? Without this, though they may abound 
in all the good Things of Life, they cannot have a true Reliſh 
of them. Without this they will be taſtleſs and infipid. - A 
| mutual Eſteem keeps the Flame of Love alive, and huſhes 
every rude Paſſion. A mutual Eſteem induces them not to 
confine their Thoughts' to this Life only, but to confider their 
latter End; to have proper Apprehenſions of their eternal 
Concerns, and ſpiritual Intereſts, to purſue the Things, which 
belong to their Peace. A mutual Eſteem renders the Huſband 
and Wife, in a Straw-built Cottage, equally happy with the 
nobleſt Perſonages in their ſtately Seats. Where there is a 
mutual Eſteem, the Man who earns his little Livelihood by 
the Sweat of his Brows, is equally bappy with him, ho 15 
 cloathed in fine Linen, and fares ſumptuouſiy every Day. Lucinda, 
bleſſed with a numerous Progeny, whom with all a tender 
| Parent's Care the has by Example, as well as Precept, edu- 
cated in the Paths of Religion, and formed to Virtue, is de- 
lighted to ſee the happy Effects: Her Children, from a Prin- 
ciple of filial Duty, pay her the grateful Tribute of Reſpect. 
At the ſame Time Theron, who in the Service of the Almighty 
has for many Years conſcientiouſly diſcharged the Duties of 
his ſacred Function, ſees his Wife's Virtues bloom in hiz 
Children. "OY my Chriſtian Brethren, are the Effects of 


. L BR = a mutual 


. 1 K „ 
a mutual Eſteem, which induces all good Parents fo train up 
their Children in the Way they ſhould go, a Way, which! _ to 
Virtue, to Hoppineſs to Heaven. # 


St. Paul ſays, that it is neceſſary that they ſhould ga the 
Houſe. A frugal Care of a Family, of educating Children 


properly, bringing them up in the Fear and Nurture of the Lord, 


are Duties which reflect a Credit upon Wives. Oeconomy 
puts a Stop to Impoſitions, and prevents Parents falling a 
Prey to People of bad Diſpoſitions: Shameful Impoſitions are 
the natural Conſequences of want of Care in ſecular Concerns. 


The Woman, therefore, who guides her Houſe, may avoid 


them. F tbey guide the Houſe, they will learn not to be idle; 
_ they will not wander about from Houſe to Houſe ; they will not be 
T. atlers, and buſy Bodies, Healing 7 _ avhich they ought 


Not. 1 * 


To conclude: As to you, who are married, my Advice is, 
that in this your Paſſage to another, and better World, you do 


not quarrel by the Way, but learn to be of one Heart and one 
Mind. Love each other, not merely in Profeſſion, and Com- 


pliment, but in Truth and Reality. Reflect upon St. Paul's 


Advice, My little Children, ſays he, let us not love in Word, 


neither in Tongue, but in Deed and in Truth, He well knew 
that Love poliſhes the Manners, gives a genteel and generous 
Temper to the Soul, calls forth and diſplays all the ſecret 

Graces of the Mind, opens their Beauties, and ſets them in 
the moſt delicate Point of View; like the Dew of Hermon, 
which fell upon the Hill of Sion, refreſhed the Beds of Spices, 
- awakened the Flowers, and improved the natural Charms of 
Chai fair Place, the Joy of the whole Earth. He well knew 
| | | that 


* 


| to T 

that Love is that warm, vital Current, which flows in our 
| Veins, beats with the Pulſe, and even mingles with the Soul ; 
that it enlarges the Heart, inſpires its Votary with the moſt 
tender Sentiments, . induces him to cultivate the moſt ſincere, 
and conſequently laſting Friendſhips, 'to form the moſt tender 
Alliances, and, when improved into a mutual Eſteem, is the 
nobleſt Paſſion of which the Soul is ſuſceptible. He therefore 
advi ies — to love their Ni ves, and not to be bitter againſt 
ow, | | 


Huſbands, I conjure you to conſider that 1 biene a 
temporal Heaven upon Earth, and gives us a Forecaſt of thoſe 
Joys, which are reſerved for us in Heaven, when our Corrupt- 

able Part ſhall bave put on Incorruption, and we are admitted 
into his Preſence Who, ſays St. John, is Love itſelf. Conſider, 

I conjure you, that you are Candidates for Heaven, where pure 
Love is. May therefore your Hearts be open to the ſoft Senſa- 
tions of ſocial Sympathy and-Love.. May Principles of Good- 
nature unite your Hearts, form a perfect Harmony, a confor- 

mity of Sentiments, and an indiſſoluble Friendſhip. Conſider 
rhat you are not to live here for ever; that the Time will moſt 
aſſuredly come, when you will be ſeperated from each other, 
that in the Miaſt of Life you are in Death. Conſider that 
Death's fatal Darts fly ſo promiſcuouſly, that you may probably 

be the next Victims. Be ye therefore always ready, for in ſuch 
an Hour as you think not, the final Summons may come. Death is 
incxorable. The Luſtre of the ſprightly Eye, ſays the inge- 
nious Mr. Hervey, the Bloom of bridal Youth, the Honours of 
ſuperior Birth, the univerſal Eſteem of yourW ife's Acquaintance, | 
or even the ſpotleſs Integrity of her Character are no Security. | 


Ah, 


t 1 


Ah! in what Perils i is vain Life 3 X 
What ſlight neglects, what trivial Faults deſtroy 

The hardieſt Frame! of Indelence, of Toil 

We die; of Want, of Superfluity. 

The $1 a8} Heaven, the vital Air 

Ts big with Death. 


'You may yourſelves be cut off, and 1 out tof the World N 


by ſome unforeſeen, unfortunate Accident and then 


| When the filver Cord of Life is rent aſunder, 
How lov'd, how valu'd once avails thee not, 

To whom related, or by whom begot. 

A Heap of Duſt alone remains of thee, 

'Tis all thou art, and all the proud ſhall be. 


| 


Ye Wives, ye, who were ſent into the World to humanize 


us, reflect upon St. Paul's ſenſible Advice, Vives, ſubmit your- 
ſelves unto your own Huſbands,. at unto the Lord. The Huſband 


is Head of the Wife, even as Chrift is the Head of the Church; 


therefore as the Church is fubjef? unto Chrift; ſo be you to your 


Ws 8 Huſbands in every Thing. Let not your  Adorning be that Fr. 
outward Adorning of plaiting the Hair, or putting on coſtly = 


Apparel; but let it be the bidden Man of the. Heart in that, 
8 which is not corruptible ; even the Ornament of a meek, and quiet 


. , * i in the _ of” God of 9 Nu. H * 


* 
. 
1 8 A - 
* 


= 


is the beſt Dreſs you can appear in. This exceeds the Terma- By ; 
gent in all her Embroidery, whoſe Voice often exceeds Nefer / A ende 


when, ſays an ingenious Divine, the Drum of Ambition will 


ceaſe to beat in your Ears; when thoſe Eyes, which once cap- 


tivated every Beholder, will grow dim with Age, and you are 
upon the Confines of the Grave, how comfortable, haw joyful, 
bow raviſhing will be the Reflection that each of you has dis- po, 
charged her Duty, as a good Wife, and an indulgent Parent; that 
each of you has been loving, and faithful to her Huſband, kind 
| to her Children, has taught them their Duty to God, their 
| Neighbour, and themſelves, has trained them up in the Way they 
ſhould go, namely, the Paths of Piety, and Virtue, cultivated 8 
their Morals, and, that in Return for this indulgent care, if the | | 
| Span of their Lives be prolonged, their virtuous Behaviour may 
be the Staff of your Age, and a Balm for declining Nature. 


Happy, truly happy will ye be, You will have the Favour 
of a favourable God, the Love and Eſteem of all good Men, 
and the Approbation (joyful Circumſtance!) of your Con- 


ſciences. 


As to you, who intend to enter into this comfortable State, 
let real Merit, not any other Conſideration, be the Object of 
your Eſteem ; let the beauties of the Mind, not the Perſon, as 
they are more amiable, and laſting, determine you in your 
Choice; be fincere in your Profeſſions of Regard ; continue the 
ſame Regard after Marriage, as before ; be a comfort to each 
other in the Decline of Life, and live, in ſuch a pious, ex- 
emplary Manner, that, when this tranſitory Life is ended, our b 
Saviour may ſay to each of you, Well done, my good, and faith 


” ut 
3 


16 

ful Servants, enter into the ey of thy Lord; 
Heaven of. Heavens. Which, that we may all be, may God 
ol his infinite Mercy grant; te whom, the God of Love and 
Peace, who created us ; to Jeſus'Chriſt, our Saviour, who r re- 
deemed us; and to God, the Holy Ohoſt, who ſanctifieth us, 
be aſeribed by us, and by all Men, as is moſt due, all Honour, 

ower, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion now; henceforth, and 
for evermore, Amen. . 
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